
Newsletter  4 

drove this trail with the idea that if there was an 
optional line to take to increase the difficulty, it should 
be tried. It was probably the slowest run through Slims 
I have been on without breakage, but without a doubt, 
it was one of the funniest I can remember. 
Experiencing my first mechanical issue, my throttle 
cable somehow pulled back out of the bracket on the 
intake, sticking about 1/2" out of place, essentially 
putting me at 1/2 throttle all the time. I quickly decided 
that 1/2 throttle all the time on Slims Slope is a bad 
thing. It only took a minute to pop the hood, clip the 
cable back into place and continue on. We really had a 
blast on Slims, experimenting up the trail and taking 
our time in the now cool morning air to just play 
around and have fun.  
 
Pulling out of the Slims slope, we casually drove down 
New Trail and out to the A&A. After sitting around the 
parking lot for a few minutes, we finally headed into 
the rooms and grabbed a few hours sleep before 
heading home. We accomplished our goal of having a 
blast, and got to most of the trails we wanted to run. In 
the end we ran: Wet and Wild, Jeff's Ledges, Black 
Sheep Boulevard, Part of 8 Point, Waterfall, Green 
Mamba, Green Mamba Extension, Walk in the Park, 
Upper Slims Slope, and New Trail 
 
Not too bad for 8 hours and 8 rigs. As you would 
expect between 7pm and 3am, there was no other 
traffic on the trails, and by the time we finished, it was 
around 80 degrees versus the 100+ during the day. It 
was beautiful. 
 
Summer wheeling can be brutal in the heat and 
humidity, but if you are up for changing your sleep 
schedule for a day or two, becoming a nocturnal 
offroader is an excellent answer to making it enjoyable 
to wheel during the summer months! I have to 
recommend everyone trying this at least once! I know I 
will be doing this again.  
 

 

 
 

David in his single seat buggy. 
 

 
 

Ed doing some funky dance on the night run. 
 

 
Ed clearing out the mosquitoes for the rest of the gang. 

 
Photos on this page courtesy of Rock Midget Motosports 

www.rockmidgephotography.com 
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  Bridgeport, TX Run 

(6/20/09) 
Lance Morin 

 
Bridgeport was well above my expectations. Of 
course, I keep my expectations very low considering 
a city run OHV area, nobody I knew had been there 
and the fact that there are no real hills around that 
part of town. Throw in 95 to 100 degree temperatures 
and you knew it was going to be a long hot day 
regardless.  
 
The first thing I noticed were tons of rigs from stock 
Jeeps to fully modified buggies and lots of ATVs. 
There had to be over 100 rigs there and that might be 
a low count (just 4x4 type rigs). All the city parks 
people were riding around on those 4x4 Kubota's like 
Bubak had in Clayton on Memorial Day. The parks 
guys went around giving everybody a map and 
instructions that they were closing the gate at 4pm. 
Basically they just told us all to have fun.  
 
While waiting for Donnie, Joe Johnson and a few 
others to show up, Curtis, Steven, Mike Reagan, his 
son and I ventured out to the main Rock Garden area 
next to the parking lot. We explored and messed 
around a little bit, while Steven and I did a couple of 
challenging climbs. I almost flopped it 20 minutes in. 
On the way back to the parking lot to catch up with 
Donnie,  Joe and the gang, Steven and I soon 
learned one of the few park rules. We got into trouble 
about 30 minutes into the day. It seems there is no 
climbing up the outer bowl ledges of the rock garden 
area. They wanted to keep those walls solid and 
vehicle free to preserve the main roads and pavilion. 
They parks guy was pretty cool in telling us this, but 
man some of best climbs are out of the quarry (time 
will allow us to explore some and find more good 
climbs).  
The rocks garden is a haven for mild to pretty hard 
stuff where you just run around and drive over and 
around anything you want. You could spend a solid 
day out there playing on different lines from different 
angles. I played on maybe 1/8th of the stuff down 
there during various parts of the day. It's a fairly 
spread out area that is partially over grown which 
seems to keep much of the stuff away from many of 
the rigs. Steven and I found some good climbs in the 
weeds early in the day. When we went back in later in 
the afternoon, we played on the bigger stuff right by 
the main entry road to the bottom area.  
 
The trails system itself is mostly south of of the rock 
garden area. I think we saw 3 or so real 4x4 trails with 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
 
AUGUST 11, 2009 @ 7:00PM 

SOCIAL  MEETING 
MIKE'S OFFROAD 
6440 AIRPORT FREEWAY  
HALTOM CITY, TX (817-834-4900) 
 

AUGUST 15, 2009 @ 6:00PM 

FWD-FWD FAMILY OUTING (NON-WHEELING) 
MAIN EVENT 
407 STATE HWY 114 W (AT MAIN) 
GRAPEVINE, TX (817-416-1111) 
 
" OUR 60,000 SQUARE FOOT FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 

FEATURES BOWLING, BILLIARDS, ARCADE GAMES AND LASER TAG." 

 
AUGUST 25, 2009 @ 7:00PM 

OCTOBER TRAILFEST PLANNING MEETING 
SPRINGCREEK BBQ 
315 STATE HWY 114 W (AT MAIN) 
GRAPEVINE, TX (817-416-6250) 
 

OCTOBER 9 - 11, 2009  

OCTOBER TRAILFEST 
CLAYTON, OK 
(SEE REGISTRATION SHEET IN THIS NEWSLETTER) 

 
ESTIMATED 1ST WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 

POWDER PUFF / BIG DAWG 
(DETAILS AND FIRM DATE TO FOLLOW SOON...) 
 

 
Ed on Black Sheep Blvd with Jim "coaching" him along 

continued on page 5 
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tons of good stuff for ATVs and stock rigs. Much of that 
stuff is like Gilmer, with short trails that wind in and out 
and off each other. Most of the stuff is marked with 
signs that indicate a rating of 1 to 4 diamonds (I never 
saw more than 4 diamonds). However, none of the 
signs have trail names, so unless you really know the 
area well or have a GPS going, it's hard to tell exactly 
where you are.  If they can get some 4x4 traffic on 
some of those trails after a good rain, things will really 
step up a notch or two. They also have a ATV only area 
that we never visited since most of us were in our 
Jeeps or buggies.  
 
My 11 year old nephew, Justin,  drove most of the time 
when we were on the trails or running around the main 
roads - even on a couple of the "harder" trails we ran. It 
was his first time going wheeling and his first time to 
drive my buggy other than on the back side of my 
property a couple of times.  
 
The only issue we had was Mike Regan's battery not 
charging and just before lunch Curtis decided to mangle 
the his 1" x 1/4" wall  DOM tie rod. I wish I could have 
seen what he hit it on in the Rock Garden, but he sure 
as heck punished it in a severe way. Until then, his rig 
was working pretty good considering it was his first run 
since swapping in a Dana 44 front with a 4-link and an 
AMC 20 rear on Waggoner leaf springs. He's running 
stock gears and 33" TSLs so that clutch and gearing 
will take some getting used to. I see a 4:1 kit in his 
future when funds allow.  
 
After lunch, I had Curtis ride shotgun with Justin while I 
jumped on one of the ATVs we had. Man, I have never 
ridden one in the rocks and that was a blast. A workout, 
but too much fun. I'll need to get Misty one of those 
next... (I recently bought "her" a used John Deere 755 
tractor with 60" belly mower and front loader). Ok, 
maybe she'll get a pair of them.  At one point I almost 
flipped it over backwards when trying to catch back up 
to the group. We ran into a trail where Joe and I 
couldn't get the ATVs up. I found another trail that 
tested me real good all the way up to the ridge line. 
Then there was a sandy ledge about 4 foot and about 
65 degrees up. I tried it with a little momentum and had 
to roll back down as I never even got the front up. Then, 
I backed up about 6 yards just before another obstacle I 
had come up and hit it full speed in low range. The front 
end caught air cleared the ledge and the rears just 
missed clearing and I almost flipped backwards. 
Somehow, I was able to get myself way over the handle 
bars and coast the thing back down riding the brakes 
the whole time. Once I stopped and realized how lucky I 
was and checked to make sure my pants were still dry.  
I parked the ATV and flagged down Donnie to winch me 
over that last ledge. After we got me up the ledge, it 
was time to head back and load up.  

 
I later learned that Justin got into some stuff that 
scared him a little, so Curtis had to jump in the driver's 
seat and take over for the last section of that last trail 
they ran. This was going on while I was on my very 
lucky ATV adventure.  
 
Overall, I would say it's a fun little place. I'll go back to 
check it out again. The temperatures do not really 
keep me away, but I do agree that it can get pretty 
darn hot. I'd rather wheel in upper 90's versus 30 
degrees any day though.  After just one visit, I'd have 
to say that I'd rather drive to Bridgeport than Gilmer if I 
had to choose - and that's without exploring all of the 
park. I just think the rock garden has so much stuff to 
play on that it makes it a better wheeling trip for me. 
That and it's an hour closer.  
 
Directions courtesy of the City of Bridgeport website 
(http://www.cityofbridgeport.net). However, the park is 
not yet open to regular 4x4 use. Check with the city for 
open events or special work weekends.  
 
"Northwest Park is located .8 miles North of Hwy 380 
on Hwy 101 on the West side. You must go past the 
entrance and make a u-turn 1.1 miles North of Hwy 
380. GPS coordinates are 33º 14’ 11” N   97º 46’ 38 
”W. The physical address is 2914 Hwy 101. For more 
information call 940.683.3480"  
 
 
 
 
Coming up in the next issue of 4x4 Treads: 
"Two Guys and the Bounty Trail" 
 

 
 

Lance in a little trouble near the exit of the Bounty Trail. 

Bridgeport, TX Run - continued from page 5 



Clayton, Oklahoma 
October 9th—10th 

The registration fee covers one vehicle and two participants and includes the following: 
 Guided trail rides on Friday and Saturday 
 Commemorative dash plaque for the event 
 Catered dinner on Saturday night (2 meal tickets are included, additional tickets available) 
 One free “Let’s Make a Deal” raffle ticket (additional tickets available at $1 per ticket) 
 Level 1 Associate FWD-FWD Quarterly Membership 

Registration Form 

Name: 
______________________________________ 
Address: 
______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
City, St, Zip 
______________________________________ 
Phone: 
______________________________________ 
Email: 
______________________________________ 
Insurance Carrier/Policy Number 
______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 

    Regular registration:   $    65 
    (Through September 23, 2009)     
     Late/On-Site registration  $    85 
 

FWD-FWD member registration: $    35 
 
Event T-shirts @ $15 per shirt: $_____ 
    (specify number of each size) 
    __S __M  __L __XL __XXL __XXXL 
      

     Shirts will be available for purchase at 
the event registration desk for $18 

 
    Additional meal tickets ___ X $10  $_____ 

 
  Total Enclosed:  $_____ 

Please return form to: 
FWD-FWD 
c/o Patty Hargrove 
6737 Cook Hills Rd. 
Burleson, TX 76028 

NOTICE: 
As with all FWD-FWD runs, to ensure everyone’s 

safety, NO alcoholic beverages will be allowed on 
any of the guided trail rides at the event. 

For more information and any 
updates, please see our website: 

www.fwd-fwd.org 

Event Coordinator:  
Donnie Hargrove 
Email:   president@fwd-fwd.org 
Phone:  817-447-0785 
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 FWD-FWD Newsletter 
6737 Cook Hills Road 
Burleson, Texas  76028 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

 
OCTOBER TRAILFEST SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Friday, October 9th: 
11:00 am Registration and Tech Inspection Opens 
Trail Sign-up Sheets Posted 
1:00 pm Registration and Tech Inspection Closes 
Half-day Trail Rides Depart from the Rodeo Grounds 
5:00 pm Registration and Tech Inspection Re-opens 
7:00 pm Registration and Tech Inspection Closes 
 
Saturday, October 10th: 
7:00 am Registration and Tech Inspection Opens 
Trail Sign-up Sheets Posted 
9:00 am Registration and Tech Inspection Closes 
9:30 am Full-day Trail Rides Depart from Rodeo Grounds 
6:00 pm Catered Dinner Available at the Rodeo Grounds 
7:30 pm “Let’s Make a Deal” Raffle Begins 
 
Sunday, October 11th***: 
Impromptu runs will take place. 
 
*** If you will be trail riding on Sunday, you will be required by the property owners of any of the areas in Clayton to 
pay the normal daily use fees per vehicle for admittance to the area. FWD-FWD will not be covering the costs to be 
on any land for any trail rides on Sunday, October 11th.. 

Event Highlights will include: 
 
•  Guided trails for all levels 
•  “Let’s Make a Deal” Raffle 
•  Dinner on Saturday night 
•  Commemorative Dash Plaques 
•  Event T-shirts available for 
    purchase ($18 at event) 
•  A great time with great friends 




